Considerations for Deciding Appropriate Water Treatment Methods in Particular Settings

	Method
	Positive Factors
	Negative Factors

	Boiling water
	· Some or many families are already boiling water.

· Fuel is easily available and free or affordable.

· Fuel burns relatively cleanly &/or young children are not greatly exposed to smoke from fire (because well-ventilated, children kept at distance, etc.).

· Mothers have time to boil.


	· Few families already boil drinking water.

· Many people must purchase fuel for boiling.

· Taking fuel is causing deforestation and flooding. 

· Burning fuel creates lots of smoke that babies are exposed to (indoor burning, babies near fire, poor ventilation).

· Mothers are already too busy to boil.

· Families don’t take sufficient care in storing and retrieving their boiled water.

	Chlorination
	· Commercial product available, accessible, and affordable.
· Instructions for use are clear and understood.

· Clorox or another chlorine product is available, accessible, affordable, and not sold diluted.

· People can understand and are motivated to follow simple instructions (e.g., mix Sugar Salt Solution [SSS], Oral Rehydration Salts [ORS] correctly).


	· No commercial product is available, accessible, and affordable.

· Instructions are not clear and understood.

· Clorox or other chlorine products are sometimes or often sold diluted or concentration is not consistent.

· People have trouble following simple instructions (e.g., problems with correct mixing of SSS or ORS).
· Clorox is not culturally acceptable for treating water.
· Families dislike taste of properly chlorinated water.

· The water is turbid.

	Filtration
	· Effective filters are available, accessible, and affordable.

· Instructions for use are clear and understood.


	· Effective filters are not available, accessible, and affordable.

· Instructions for use are not clear and understood.

· Mothers are already too busy to use and maintain filter.

·  Replacing or maintaining filters is not done often enough.

	SODIS
	· Mostly sunny climate.
· Families either can purchase safe (PET) plastic bottles or program can provide bottles or they are easily found in the trash.

· People can understand and are motivated to follow simple instructions (e.g., problems with correct mixing of SSS or ORS).

· There is a cadre of community-based workers that can monitor solar disinfection.
	· Cloudy, rainy climate.
· Many families cannot purchase safe (PET) plastic bottles, nor can they get them for free.

· People have trouble following simple instructions (e.g., problems with correct mixing of SSS or ORS).

· Families need to treat large volumes of water.

· There is no cadre of community-based workers who can monitor correct solar disinfection.


